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CONFIDENTIAL NIAMEY 1075 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS NG 

SUBJECT: MILITARY TAKEOVER IN NIGER 
REF: NIAMEY 1071 

1. IN BRIEF RADIO INTERVIEW HELD LATE AFTERNOON 
APRIL 15 LT. COL. SEYNI ELABORATED FURTHER ON REASONS FOR MILI- 
TARY TAKE OVER. HE SAID NIGER WAS IN CATASTROPHIC SITUATION BE- 
CAUSE OF COMBINATION OF DROUGHT, BAD MANAGEMENT AND CORRUPTION 
AND THUS DRASTIC ACTION REQUIRED OF ARMY. MANY NIGER TENS WERE 
HUNGRY AND COULD NOT COUNT ON DAMY MEAL AND IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES 
ARMY COULD NOT QUOTE JUST SIT AROUND WITH EYES CLOSED OR ARMS 
FOLDED UNQUOTE. 
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2. SPEAKING OF NEW GOVERNMENT SEYNI SAID SUPREME ORGANIZATION 
(ORGANE SUPREME) WOULD BE SET UP SOON AND WOULD BE COMPOSED OF 
MILITARY OFFICERS. ORGANIZATION WOULD DIRECT GOVERNMENTAL 
MINISTRIES AND SERVICES. 

3. COL. SEYNI AGAIN CALLED ATTENTION IN INTERVIEW THAT ARMY 
ACTED IN UNIFIED AND DISCIPLINED MANNER AND THAT HE HAD FULL 
SUPPORT OF HIS DEPUTY MAJOR SANI SIDDO. (LATTER HAD REPUTATION 
OF BEING CLOSE CONFIDANT AND TRUSTED ADVISOR OF PRESIDENT DIORI). 

4. TOWARD EVENING SEVERAL GROUPS OF STUDENTS MARCHED OR RODE 
MOTOR BIKES THROUGH TOWN CARRYING HASTILY DRAWN PLACARDS LAUDING 
MILITARY TAKE OVER. TELEGRAMS OF SUPPORT FOR ARMY FROM LOCAL 
YOUTH GROUPS, VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN 
READ ON RADIO. 

5. MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO ISSUED SEVERAL COMMUNIQUES 
ANNOUNCING A) THAT ALL POLITICAL DETAINEES OF FORMER REGIME HAVE 
BEEN RELEASED; B) THAT ALL ADMINISTRATIVE VEHICLES MUST BE TURNED 
IN TOMORROW MORNING AND ALL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS MUST REPORT 
WITH VEHICLE RECORDS AND C) THAT ALL WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION PASSED 
OUT BY FORMER REGIME TO MILITIA MUST BE SURRENDERED TO ARMY OR 
POLICE. 

6. NO EFFORT HAS YET BEEN MADE BY NEW GOVERNMENT TO COMMUNICATE 
WITH DIPLOMATIC CORPS OR REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS. PENDING FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS AND INSTRUCTIONS AID 
CEREALS TEAM PLANS TO WORK AT EMBASSY AND FOR MOMENT AVOID CONTACTS 
WITH GON OFFICIALS AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PERSONNEL. TEXAS 
TECH/AFRICARE TEAM COMPLETELY STYMIED SINCE ALL DOCUMENTS PERTAIN- 
ING TO RANCH PROJECT WERE IN ENTENTE VILLAS NOW TAKEN OVER BY 

ARMY. CONCERNING RELIEF OPERATIONS IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT SORGHUM 
SHIPMENTS CONTINUE IF WIDESPREAD SHORTAGES ARE TO BE AVOIDED. 

BUCHE 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 APR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974NIAMEY01075 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740087-0009 
From: NIAMEY 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740442/aaaabluh.tel 

Line Count: 95 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: NIAMEY 1071 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <26 MAR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MILITARY TAKEOVER IN NIGER 
TAGS: PINS, NG, (SEYNI, KOUNTCHE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




